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North Adams: Today, Congressman John W. Olver and Senators Edward                M. Kennedy and John F. Kerry announced that the U.S. Department                of Housing and Urban Development has awarded a $2 million Economic                Development Initiative (EDI) Grant and a $3.2 million Section 108                Loan Guarantee to the MASS Museum of Contemporary Art (MoCA) to                expand the project's job-creation and commercial development efforts.                Olver joined museum officials and state and local leaders to make                the announcement at MASS MoCA this morning.

               The $5.2 million will help MASS MoCA renovate approximately 50,000                square feet of existing building space. To date, the firms renting                MASS MoCA space have created approximately 180 new jobs, with another                50 expected by October 2000. In addition, the museum itself employs                70 people. Based on the experience of Phase I, the renovations made                possible through the HUD grant/loan will support the creation of                an additional 400 jobs.

               "I am pleased that the city's effective efforts at economic                redevelopment have received this substantial boost from the U.S.                Department of Housing and Urban Development. This grant confirms                MASS MoCA's accomplishments to date, and provides crucial support                for its next phase of job-creation and urban revitalization. I was                 happy to provide assistance to MASS MoCA in the grant preparation                and competition, and I look forward to continuing to help with the                project as it moves from paper, to bricks and mortar, to jobs,"                Olver said.

               Senator Kennedy said, "I commend Secretary Cuomo and HUD for                their strong support on this new phase for Mass MoCA. Mayor Barrett                deserves great credit for his skillful leadership on this project.                It's receiving well-deserved attention nationwide as a landmark                arts center, and also as a successful model for the transformation                of a former factory site into an economic engine for the community.                The next phase of this project, which is being made possible by                this grant, will create affordable housing, add 100,000 square feet                to public galleries, and create 400 new jobs for the people of North                Adams. It's an impressive achievement by any standard."

               Senator Kerry said, "Mass MoCA is quickly becoming the cultural                jewel of Berkshire County, and this tremendous grant will greatly                expand Mass MoCA's impact on the whole area's economy. The artistic,                commercial, and housing components of this plan will serve as a                model for communities across the nation. The success of this project                reflects the leadership of Mayor John Barrett and the dedicated                work of Director Joseph Thompson and his staff."

               MASS MoCA, the largest center for contemporary visual and performing                arts in the United States, is located at 87 Marshall Street in North                Adams on a 13-acre campus of renovated 19th-century factory buildings.                MASS MoCA focuses on the work of artists charting new territory;                works that blur the lines between visual and performing arts; and                works that have seldom, or never, been exhibited. 
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